Minutes of the San Diego Refugee Forum Meeting

Date: Tuesday, June 18, 2024
Location: Zoom meeting
Time: 10:30a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
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Afrah Abdulkader- IRC San Diego office-
Safety & Wellness Unit-Survivor
Advocacy and Anti Human Trafficking
program

Alejandro Pena, MAJORITY

Analee Villalpando, Housing Specialist,
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Andrea Frost

Audrey Honert, USCRI

Ban Bakkal, Transition Specialist with
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Engagement Manager Alliance for
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Bob Walsh

Brandi Barraza, County of San Diego,
Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs
Brian K. Tam

Briseida Elenes-Cuyamaca College
Career Services Supervisor

Brittney Ochira, National Conflict
Resolution Center

Brynne Spain, Program Manager at
Catholic Charities Diocese of San Diego
C. Castellanos

Camille Zombro, Special Projects
Coordinator, Grossmont-Cuyamaca
Community College District & SDRF
Treasurer

Carol Crisp, PCG

Christina Augsburger

Dahlia Sandoval, Community Health
Liaison, UCSD Moores Cancer Center
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21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.

27.
28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.
35.

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

42.

Daniel Tse, Haitian Bridge
Alliance/Cameroon Advocacy Network.
Dorah, AAA

Dr. Briseida Elenes

Erik Del Rio, Administrative Analyst -
County of San Diego, HHSA, HSEC, OIRA
Genevieve Levy

Ghina Perez-Hall, County of San Diego,
HHSA

Henok Getaneh

Honoka Oba, Lead Enrollment Specialist
Jewish Family Service

Ilona Borunova Joyce Liou, Project
Manager with East Region Adult
Education

Imani.Drew, Office of Congresswoman
Sara Jacobs

Judy Amaro-PCG-Central Region
Refugee Unit

Krzel Manansala-Tan - Community
Health Liaison, Moores Cancer Center at
UC San Diego Health

Linea Albert, Resettlement Supervisor,
IRC

Madelaine Welp

Mary Joy Cunningham with Survivors of
Torture, International

Nadia Zamani, License to Freedom
Naimo Ali

Nazia “Naz” Ali, CDSS/RPB

Nazira Adieva

Prisci Quijada

Rayan Kaskos, Sr. Workforce Supervisor,
IRC SD office

Renee Nasori
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43. Renee Nasori, Grossmont College 47. Toney Salter

Career Services Supervisor 48. Veronica Perez
44, Tania Rivera, Economic Empowerment 49. Zuri Williams, Job Developer Placement
Supervisor, IRC Specialist at San Diego College of

45. Tatiana Peregrina, Casa Cornelia Law Continuing Education

Center, Law Clerk Intern

46. Tonette (Toney) Salter, Community
Connections Coordinator at
Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community
College District

Meeting facilitator: llona Borunova, Vice Chair
1. Greeting and introduction of attendees and new officers: llona Borunova, Vice Chair

2. Treasurer’s report: Camille Zombro
All caught up with receipts. Thank you to several agencies for rejoining.

3. Resettlement updates
County: Nazira Adeiva

For the month of May 2024, San Diego County resettled a total of 363.
Primary Refugees (not including the Afghans) = 28

Cuban/Haitian = 171

Number of Trafficking =0

Iraqi SIV=0

Asylees =1

Secondary Refugee =0

Total Afghans for May 2024 = 163.

Afghans with refugee status = 40

Afghans with SIV status = 123

Afghans with Humanitarian Parolee (HP) status =0

139 out of the total 363 (or 38%) for May 2024 are the number of individuals eligible for CalWORKs
including children.

224 out of the total 363 (or 62%) for May 2024 are the number of single adults/couples with no children
under 18 eligible for Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA).

For the FFY 23/24 (October 1, 2023 through September 30, 2024), San Diego County resettled a total of
3,446.

Primary Refugee (not including the Afghans) = 529

Secondary Immigration (refugees that resettled in another county and moved to San Diego) =1

Asylee = 16

Cuban/Haitians = 1755

Number of Trafficking =0

Iraqgi with SIV status = 8



Total Afghans for FFY 23/24 (October 1, 2023 through September 30, 2024) = 1,137.
Afghans with refugee status + Walk-ins = 407

Afghans with SIV status = 711

Afghans with Special Immigrant Parolee (SIP) status =0

Afghans with Humanitarian Parolee (HP) status = 19

Resettlements
— resettlements in — 2024 (- for 2024 thus far)

California: Nazia Ali
Federal Refugee Arrivals report FFY 2024:

Note that this data was obtained from the Worldwide Refugee Admissions Processing System (WRAPS)
and provided by the U.S. Department.

As of May 28, 2024 for the Federal Fiscal Year 2024 (October 1 to September 30, 2024), the total SIVs and
Refugee arrivals are:
e Nationwide = 83,774 ( 62,5337 refugees and —SIVs)
e California =9,959 (4,319 refugees and 5,640 SIVs)
e Percentage of Refugees and SIVs in California:
o California resettled 27% of the nation’s total SIVs and 7% of the nation’s total refugees.

Here are the top three counties in CA that resettled the most refugees and SIVs combined for the past
two months:

1. Sacramento with 3,930 (total refugees and SIVs)

2. San Diego with 1,606 (total refugees and SIVs)

3. Stanislaus with 947 (total refugees and SIVs)

The top two arrivals in California by Nationalities are:
e Afghanistan = 7,433 refugees and SIVs for the current FFY
e Syria = 445 for the current FFY

United for Ukraine Program — Financial Support Applicants:

As of May 28, 2024 the total financial supporter applicants in California are 44,577. Out of this number,
here is a breakdown with the top three counties that have the most financial supporter applicants.

1. Los Angeles County with 13,796 or 31%
2. Sacramento County with 11,358 or 25%
3. San Diego County with 2,913 or 7%

4. Task force updates Task Force Chairs/representatives
Advocacy

Asylum (Henok Getaneh)
Meeting next Tuesday



Domestic Violence (Nadia Zaman)
Next meeting on first Thursday of Aug 1pm

Education (Bob Walsh)
No meeting until the school year resumes. Bob gave a brief summary of the meeting notes that he
shared with Google group.

Employment (Carol Crisp & Renee Nasori)
Ref Job Fair was a success! Next meeting in August.

Health (Prisci Quijada)

Holding an event for asylum-seekers and working with Asylum TF on October 19; working in
collaboration w/ other agencies. If you are interested in joining our Asylum Seeker Day Planning
Committee. Prisci.quijada@sdcounty.ca.gov

Mental Health

World Refugee Day (Camille Zombro, Carol Crisp, Afrah Abdulkader, Amy Diaz)
Date of the event is 6/22/24 11am-2pm. Great sponsors this year!

500 grocery bags will be provided by Feeding San Diego. Free food will be provided at the event.

World Refugee Day is coming together and will be bigger and better than last year. We will have food,
great entertainment, kids activities, games, presentations and grocery bags. Sign up for a table and come
join us! We are looking for translators for the flyer into several languages.

Your World Refugee Day Committee Leads: Site Coordinator- Camille Zombro; Entertainment- Brittney
Ochira; Volunteers- Amy Diaz; Resource Tables- Maddie Welp and Mary Joy Cunningham; Speakers-
Henok Abizadeh; Food- Nazira Abieva, Zachary Hansen, Pam Plimpton; Publicity- Cameron Hensley and
Carol Lewis; Law Enforcement- Edith Sanchez and Homayoun Nabizadeh; Overall- Afrah Abdulkader,
Muni Adebayo, Dr. Nasir, and others

We could still use a few volunteers to help during the event with kids activities, set up, and clean up:
Volunteer Registration - World Refugee Day Celebration San Diego County (office.com)

5. Presentation: Ban Bakkal, Brisedia Elenes, Renee Nasori, Joyce Liu, Daisy Sanchez, and Camille Zombro
re career programs & services in adult education throughout San Diego
e There is no explicit English requirement, but we want students to be successful! ERAE offers
English support programs for education and medical careers, we also have tutoring and other
ESL support. That said, after roughly 4 semesters of ESL or if you can hold a basic conversation in
English, our instructors in Career Ed. say their students should be able to succeed.
e Camille can send a link to a QR code for the TRiO program, which is how they refer students out
to counselors, ERAE staff, or whoever is appropriate.
e To contact Transition Services you can email anyone of us- Joyce Liou, lingliou@guhsd.net or
(619) 627-1175
e Daisy Sanchez (Spanish speaker)/ medical CTE dsanchez@guhsd.net 619-736-3626
e Grossmont College Application Process:
https://www.grossmont.edu/admissions/how-to-apply/index.ph


https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Ql1b3dPA0kq18WDts68ncbsnKdGv1nROg6bTC-1XqSZUM1c5U0lWRVdCVEg0MUlWQk5TRUcxSkUxMC4u
https://www.grossmont.edu/admissions/how-to-apply/index.php

e Cuyamaca College Application: https://www.cuyamaca.edu/admissions/v2/apply/index.php

e Cuyamaca College Orientation Info:
https://www.cuyamaca.edu/academics/academic-and-career-pathways/environmental-and-a
ied-technology/center-for-water-studies/new-prospective-students.php

e (Cuyamaca Orientations:
https://www.cuyamaca.edu/admissions/outreach/online orientation assistance.php

° Re5|dency Requirements:

° Fmanual Aid: https: //www grossmont.edu/financial-aid/index.php

e Financial Aid Contact:
https://www.cuyamaca.edu/financial-aid/need-help-with-financial-aid/contact-the-financial-aid-
office.php

e Evaluation of Foreign
Transcripts:https://www.grossmont.edu/admissions/how-to-graduate-with-a-degree-or-certifica

te/evaluation-of-foreign-transcripts.php

6. Community announcements:

ESL-078NC-4116 Intro to Listening in Engl-NC
Summer 2024

Instructors

Weaver, M

Meeting Information

M, T, W, Th, F 9:00 AM - 12:20 PM

6/24/2024 - 8/2/2024

Grossmont College, Off Campus Location ---- (Lecture)
Dates6/24/2024 - 8/2/2024

HAU Training Webinar being led by RPB's partner, Solvera:

Session: Housing Assistance for Ukrainians (HAU) Program Overview
Date: Tuesday, July 30

Time: 10:00 — 11:00am

Location: Zoom, a link will be emailed after you register.

Register here:
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsolveraconsult.zoom.us%2Fmeeti
ng%2Fregister%2FtJ0qfuqupj8jGdl0zigZ1 MA8wiitI9hlinnC&data=05%7C02%7CNazia.ali%40dss.ca.gov%7
C6d1e53b5e39d4f67640508dc8b21c147%7C0235babb2cf04b75bc5dd6187ce33de3%7C1%7C0%7C6385
38224374183340%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMCAwLjAwWMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1
haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0TzcKHTeErkzy7Dh9HC9J4pNTyoEac%2FnvAncDPtng
Fo%3D&reserved=0

To join the RPB list serv:
https://cdss.us13.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e40fc0e5159d0fea2d2d0dd2b&id=d25dfff4e9

Adjournment: llona Borunova, Vice Chair, 11:41 a.m.
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Next Meeting: July 16, 2024

Minutes recorded by Christina Kaufmann, Secretary



