Minutes of the San Diego Refugee Forum Meeting

Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2024
Location: Zoom meeting
Time: 10:30a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
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Afrah Abdulkader-she/her- IRC

Ali Khalaf - ECVHS

Altanzul, Community Partnerships Lead
at Upwardly Global

Altanzul Sukhbaatar

Amanda Urena, SD Unified

Ana Topete

Anne Fosselman, El Cajon Valley High
School - Community Center

Besma Coda, San Ysidro Health
Billura Guseynova, AAA

Brit Ochira, National Conflict Resolution
Center

Brittney Ochira

Carol Crisp

Carol Lewis, El Cajon Collaborative.
Christina Kaufmann, ESL Teacher &
Refugee Law Writer

Dilkhwaz Ahmed. License to Freedom.
Edith Sanchez Cruz, Community
Inclusion Director for the Sheriff's
Department

Edith Sanchez Cruz, Sheriff's Dept.
Elissa Hill

Fatima U

Hajar Rochdi/Kind Hearts San Diego
Hasan Radhi (OIRA)

Hassan Abdirahman, Director of
Economic Development Programs
Somali Family Service

Henok Getaneh

Heven Haile

[liana Salas

llona Borunova

27.

28.
29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.
37.

38.

39.
40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.
46.

47.
48.

Ishrah Omar- Muslim American Society
Public Affairs and Civic Engagement
Joe Fisketti, Champions for Health.
Judy Amaro, Public Consulting Group,
Refugee Unit

Kara Watkins

Linea Albert

Luc Gamaunt

Madelaine Welp, Employment
Specialist, Catholic Charities

Marwah Alobaidi | she/her |
USAHello.org

Mary Joy Cunningham, Survivors of
Torture, International

Morgan Principi

Moyosore Buari - San Diego Refugee
Communities Coalition

Nadia Zamani from License to Freedom
Nazia “Naz” Ali, CDSS/RPB

Nazira Adieva, County of San Diego,
HHSA, HSEC, Office of Immigrant and
Refugee Affairs

Neil Hovland, San Diego Unified School
District's Family Engagement
Department

Robin Joy Maxson - County SSAB

Rola Elkadi, National Conflict Resolution
Center

Shanta Kingham, Alliance for African
Assistance

Tatiana K

Veronica, B.R.I.D.G.E. Project at A Better
Life Together.

Veronica Perez

Yevheniia Klymenko



Meeting facilitator: Christiana Lawrence, Chair
1. Greeting and introduction of attendees Christiana Lawrence, Chair

2. Treasurer’s report: Transition to Camille Zombro! Membership applications/payments slowly coming
in. Let CZ/CL know if need for W9. Membership needed to participate in World Refugee Day.

3. Resettlement updates

County: Hasan Rahdi _

California: Nazia Ali

IM

Anaheim Afghan Support Center, sponsored by USCRI, coming 4/16 at Anaheim Marriott!



Letter re EXPANSION OF INCOME DISREGARDS FOR REFUGEE CASH ASSISTANCE
https://cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACLs/2024/24-16.pdf?ver=2024
-03-08-150926-087

ADDITION OR REVISION OF LANGUAGE TO COUNTY WEBPAGES REGARDING AVAILABILITY AND
APPLICATION OF ALL CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES (CDSS) PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO
REFUGEES’ ASYLEES’ CUBAN/HAITIAN ENTRANTS’ CERTAIN HUMANITARIAN PAROLEES’ SPECIAL
IMMIGRANT VISA HOLDERS’ AMERASIANS’ AND NONCITIZEN VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING,
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, AND SERIOUS CRIMES

https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACWDL/2023/CL 10-19-2
3.pdf?ver=2023-10-19-163243-660

4. Task force updates Task Force Chairs/representatives

Advocacy (Mary Joy)
Met 2/27/24. Looking at upcoming bills and assembling a resource list.

”II)

Asylum (
See above

Domestic Violence
(Nadia Zamani) no updates

Education

Employment
(Carol Crisp) 5/1 refugee job fair. Please attend meetings! Reach out to Carol Crisp if interested.

Health

Mental Health
(Amanda Urena):
Next Meeting, April 11th at 11am, can email aurena@sandi.net

Summer School San Diego Unified-
https://www.sandiegounified.org/departments/extended_learning_opportunities_elo/f a_g/summer_a
cademic_program

*Priority 1 families for summer school should have received an email. If not and they still would like to
enroll they can enroll until March 29th.

To enroll families should contact their school site, if trouble reaching school site, *Families can visit the
Extended Learning Opportunities (ELO) website for additional information or call the ELO office at
858-810-7310 during office hours, Monday - Thursday, 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.


https://cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACLs/2024/24-16.pdf?ver=2024-03-08-150926-087
https://cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACLs/2024/24-16.pdf?ver=2024-03-08-150926-087
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACWDL/2023/CL_10-19-23.pdf?ver=2023-10-19-163243-660
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACWDL/2023/CL_10-19-23.pdf?ver=2023-10-19-163243-660
mailto:aurena@sandi.net

World Refugee Day
(Carol Lewis) Come to meetings! Date of eventis 6/22/24 11am-2pm.

5. Presentation: National Conflict Resolution Center
Brit Ochira, NCRC (bochira@ncrconline.com)
Rola Elkhadi, NCRC

6. Community announcements:
San Diego Unified School District Internet Safety (Part 2) workshop.

Flyer
(English):https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VIL3XDdjFjC860zpcfPNVq9hvXRPdc7T/view?usp=sharing

Flyer
(Spanish):https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z078b1fAO0qDfanGBIOCpSG_60nSo8ixJ/view?usp=sharing
7. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting

Adjournment: Christiana Lawrence, Chair, 11:38 a.m.
Next Meeting: April 16, 2024

Minutes recorded by Christina Kaufmann, Secretary



