Minutes of the San Diego Refugee Forum Meeting

Date: Tuesday, February 20, 2024
Location: Zoom meeting
Time: 10:30a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Attendees
1. Afrah Abdulkader, IRC
2. Alicia Espinoza, Office of Border Health,

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.

20.
21.
22.
23.

Public Health Services, County of San
Diego, HHSA

Amanda Urena, Counselor, San Diego
Unified Schools

Amy Diaz

Ana Morales, San Diego Unified School
District/Translations

Audrey Honert, USCRI

Besma Coda, San Ysidro Health

Billura Guseynova Community
Engagement Manager, AAA

Bob Walsh

Bridget Shidler, PHN, County of SD
Public Health Nurse Central Region
Camille Zombro, Grossmont-Cuyamaca
Community College District

Carmen Kcomt

Carol Lewis, El Cajon Collaborative,
interim Treasurer/Membership Chair
SDRF

Cecilia Salgado, SD County Library
Christiana Welsh, IRC

Chris Williams, CA Refugee Programs
Bureau

Christina Kaufmann, SDRF Secretary
Clint Carney, Survivors of Torture,
International

David Gangsei - Humanitarian Qutreach
for Migrant Emotional Health
Dorah-AAA

Elham Hussaini - Jewish Family Services
Estrada J

Hajar Rochdi/Kind Hearts, San Diego
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25.
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29.
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31.
32.
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34.
35.
36.

37.
38.
39.

40.
41.
42.
43.
44,

45.
46.

Hassan Abdirahman, Somali Family
Service of San Diego

Hawi Abdulkadir

Hector Peralta, Writer, PhD candidate in
American Studies at Yale, Advocate
Henok Getaneh (SOTI)

Homayoun Nabizadeh

Homayoun Nabizadeh, SDPD
Multi-Cultural Community Relations
Office.

llena Gudino

Ishrah Omar

Ishrah Omar, Muslim American Society
Public Affairs and Civic Engagement
Ismael Avilez, Casa Cornelia

Jane Hoey, Women's International, Int'l
Jane Register, World Relief SoCal

Jan Jarrell, San Diego College of
Continuing Education

Jessica Peter, 211/CIE San Diego

Joe Fisketti, Champions for Health
Judy Amaro, Public Consulting
Group-Central Region-Refugee Unit
Kelly Yzique-Zea, UNICEF USA

Kristen Farrell

Kristina Cox, CDSS - RPB

Linea Albert

Lucero Chavez Basilio, Director, County
of San Diego, Health and Human
Services Agency, Dept of Homeless
Solutions and Equitable Communities,
Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs,
and county refugee coordinator

Luc Gamaunt

Madelaine Welp, Employment
Specialist, Catholic Charities
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50.

51.
52.
53.

54.
55.
56.
57.
58.

59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

65.

66

Maritza Gomez

Mark Ople

Masha Zhuravleva, Esq., Alliance for
African Assistance

Melissa Phillips, San Diego Refugee
Tutoring

Mikaila Hernandez, Esq., CCR
Monica Macias, LMSVSD

Moyosore Buari, San Diego Refugee
Communities Coalition

Naimo Ali, HHSA

Nasir

Nazia “Naz” Ali, CDSS/RPB

Olha Unhurian, JFSSD

Prisci Quijada, San Diego County HHSA
TB Program, Refugee Health
Coordinator

Rayan Kaskos, IRC San Diego office
Rita Krone (she/her) CDSS

Sarah Conklin

Sayed Lemar Sadat PANA office
Sayed Zewary

Shamail Amiri, Survivors of Torture
International

Shanta Kingham, ECSH Program
Manager, Alliance for African Assistance
Shlyn Guarian

Meeting facilitator: Christiana Lawrence, Chair

1. Greeting and introduction of attendees

67.

68.
69.

70.
71.
72.

73.
74.

75.
76.

77.

78.

Shukri Mohamed, Survivor Advocate,
IRC

Sierra Kriss, (SCRIC)

Sonya Caruso, Executive Director,
Volunteers in Medicine

Sydney C.

Tatiana K

Vernita Gutierrez, Planned Parenthood
of the Pacific Southwest

Veronica, IRC

Veronica Perez, A Better Life Together
Veronica Perez, CDSS

Victor Ruiz, Health Promotion Specialist
& Partner Relay Program Liaison at
County of San Diego, Public Health
Services, Office of Border Health

Vino Pajanor, CEO, Catholic Charities
San Diego & Imperial County
Zemichael Tesfahun, County of San
Diego, HHSA, Department of Homeless
Solutions & Equitable communities,
office of Equitable Communities

Christiana Lawrence, Chair

2. Treasurer’s report: In process of enrolling members. Please see website. Membership is very

important for, inter alia, financial support and voting rights.

3. Resettlement updates

County: Lucero Basilio (no numbers for December yet but will distribute it ASAP)
California: Nazia Ali

Federal Refugee Arrivals report FFY 2024:
Note that this data was obtained from the Worldwide Refugee Admissions Processing System (WRAPS)

and provided by the U.S. Department.



A INU3 024
and Refugee arrivals are:
e Nationwide = 40,374 (30,993 refugees and 9,381SIVs)
e California =5,111 (2,374 refugees and 2,737 SIVs)

e Percentage of Refugees and SIVs in California:

o California resettled 29% of the nation’s total SIVs and 8% of the nation’s total refugees.

Here are the top three counties in CA that resettled the most refugees and SIVs combined for the past
two months:

1. Sacramento with 1,859 (total refugees and SIVs)

2. San Diego with 820 (total refugees and SIVs)

3. Stanislaus with 550 (total refugees and SIVs)

The top two arrivals in California by Nationalities are:
e Afghanistan = 3,719 (998 refugees and 2,721SIVs) or about 73% of the total arrivals in CA for the
current FFY came from Afghanistan.
e Syria = 325 or about 6% of the total arrivals in CA for the current FFY came from Syria.

United for Ukraine Program — Financial Support Applicants:

As of February 14, 2024, the total financial supporter applicants in California are 39,142. Out of this
number, here is a break down with the top three counties that have the most financial supporter
applicants.

1. Los Angeles County with 12,218 or 31%
2. Sacramento County with 9,875 or 25%
3. San Diego County with 2,528 or 6%

4. Task force updates Task Force Chairs/representatives

Advocacy (Clint)
Will send out Zoom link for next meeting this coming Tuesday

Asylum (Clint)
Will send out Zoom link for next meeting this coming Tuesday
Started updating resource list to post on website for Asylum Seekers

Domestic Violence
(Afrah Abdulkader)

Education

(Amanda Urena & Jan Jerrell)
New ESL class offerings

Employment



(Rayan Koskos) will send leaflet re job fair

Health
(Prisci Quijada) no updates

Mental Health
no one present to give updates

World Refugee Day
(Carol Lewis) will send around meeting schedule

5. Presentation: Panel Discussion re Asylum
Clint Carney, Survivors of Torture
Dr. Rebecca Hamlin, University of Massachusetts at Amherst
Lucero Chavez Basilio, County of San Diego, HHSA-HSEC-OIRA
Mikaila Hernandez, Center for Constitutional Rights, mhernandez@ccrjustice.org
Vino Pajanor, Catholic Charities

6. Election Committee Report:

7. Community announcements:

Good morning everyone, my name is Shukri Mohamed Survivor Advocate from IRC working with
survivors of human trafficking(sex, labor, sex and labor) 18+. We are currently open for enrollments! If
you have any clients who may benefit from services, please call 619-455-1730 or emial
shukri.mohamed@rescue.org, or SDwellness@rescue.org

The Southeast Live Well Center is a possible option for the SDRF Meeting. For availability, email
SELWCReservations.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov

Know Your Rights Symposium for women and girls https://www.sdstatusofwomenandgirls.org/events
Translation services and child care will be available on request

Ukrainian Housing Assistance will probably be operational in 2 wks.
For some reason | can't add flyers in chat, but here is my contact information:
Alicia.Espinoza@sdcounty.ca.gov

(1) Partner Relay
(2) San Diego & Imperial Counties Border Health Collaborative

7. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting

Adjournment: Christiana Lawrence, Chair, 11:30 a.m.
Next Meeting: February 20, 2024

Minutes recorded by Christina Kaufmann, Secretary
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